August 20, 2009
Au

Dear Eighth Grade Parents,
Welcome to 8th grade! I hope that you are looking forward to a great year for both you and your child. I have prepared the following packet of information to provide you with as much information as possible to help make this year a memorable experience. The packet includes information concerning;
•
Important dates
•
Eighth Grade vs. Staff Volleyball game
•
Boys vs. Girls Basketball game
•
Cap and Gown fees and measurements
•
High school visitations/ information request
•
Class Night
•
Class Night presentation
•
Graduation
•
Graduation pictures
•
E-mail Address request
•
Class Trip
•
Class Trip Options
•
Class Trip Criteria
•
Market Day Volunteer sign-up sheet
If you have any questions throughout the year, please feel free to contact me at 815-423-5588 or s.demaso@elwoodschool.com. I look forward to working with each of you this year.
Mrs. DeMaso

Thank you,

Eighth Grade Tentative Calendar


September 1
Market Day Pick-up


September 29
Joliet Central Incoming Freshman Open House 6:00 P.M.


Sept. 28-Oct. 9
EXPLORE testing (JTHS placement testing)


October 6 or 7
Construction Career Expo at WILCO

October 21

JCA Parent/Student Information Night
October 23

Junior High Night at JCA Varsity Football Game

October 27

Market Day Pick-up


November 6
JCA Step-up Day


November 22
Providence Open House 10:00 A.M.




JCA Open House 11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.


November 24
Market Day Pick-up

December 2

Pre-Test Workshop for 8th Graders and Parents

December 5

JCA Placement Test

January 5 

Market Day Pick-up

January 8

Class Night presentation photos due

January 9 

Providence Placement Testing 7:45 A.M.


January 14

Graduation Pictures


February 32 

Market Day Pick-up


February 5

Cap and gown measurements


February 10

Graduation re-takes


March 2

Market Day Pick-up

March 2-12 

ISAT testing

April 6

Market Day Pick-up


May 3 

Graduation pictures distributed on or about

May 4


Market Day Pick-up
May 7 

Class Trip

May 13 

Class Night

May 20

 Wills Breakfast, 12:00 Dismissal, Graduation

June 1
 
Market Day Pick-up

Please note that the above dates concerning information from the high schools are tentative. Please check the high school websites for additional information.

JTHS: www.jths.org/jths/schools/central/8thgrade/index.asp
JCA- www.jca-online.org
Providence: www.providencecatholic.org
Eighth Grade vs. Staff Volleyball Game /Boys and Girls Basketball Game
During Spirit Week, the eighth grade students will have the opportunity to participate in an Eighth Grade vs. Staff volleyball game and a girls/boys basketball game. The guidelines to be eligible to participate in these activities are as follows:
· Students may not receive a referral or detention during the week of the game. 

· Students may not be failing any class.
· Students on the school’s basketball teams will be involved with the boys/girls game.
Graduation Cap and Gowns

On Friday, February 5, 2010 students will be measured for their Graduation cap and gown. The fee for the cap and gown will be $21.00 (subject to change).  Please have the students bring in the fee on the day of the measurements or beforehand- Orders cannot be processed without the fee. Gowns will be distributed to the students a few days before graduation.

To get accurate measurements, students are asked to wear dress shoes on Feb. 5th.
High School Visitations

Throughout the school year, several of the area public and private high schools will come to our school to distribute information to the students.  In the past, Joliet Central, Joliet Catholic Academy, and Providence have all made visits. These visits are for the students only.  Informational packets will be sent home with the students for the parents to review.
Periodically throughout the school year the area high schools request names, address and phone numbers of our eighth grade students, if you DO NOT want this information forwarded to the high schools, please let us know in writing by August 28, 2009. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.
If students plan to "Shadow" another student at the high school, please make arrangements with the high school and send a letter giving Elwood the details of your visit. Students are considered absent on the day of "Shadowing", but are excused.
Class Night
Class Night is the annual banquet held to honor the graduating class. This year seventh and eighth grade parents, students, staff, administration, and the School Board will gather to honor the 8th graders with an awards ceremony.  The awards ceremony will also include memories of the Class of 2010.  Following the ceremony, the 7th and 8th grade students will be invited to dinner followed by a dance. This year, Class Night is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, May 13, 2010. 

Student's attire needs to conform to the school dress code: Boys are asked to wear a shirt, tie, dress pants and dress shoes. Girls are asked to wear a skirt and top, a dress, or dress pants and a top with dress shoes. Please refer to the Parent/Student Handbook for dress code guidelines.
Class Night Presentation

The 8th grade class will be putting together an electronic photo album of their elementary school years. Photographic memories and songs from each year will be included. This will be shared with the class and their parents at Class Night.
Pictures of the students are needed in order to make the presentation successful. Please look through your old photos to locate pictures of the class in kindergarten through eighth grade.  (Candid shots of more than one student work bests) and baby pictures of your child- if your child did not attend Elwood the entire time, please include pictures of them from the grades that they attended another school.
Please send any photos to school by January 8, 2010. Please write the student’s name and what grade they were in when the picture was taken on the back of the pictures so that they may be returned to you afterwards.
If you do not wish to have your child included in any of the photos, please let me know in writing by January 8, 2010.
Graduation

The Graduation ceremony is tentatively planned for Thursday, May 20, 2010 at 6:00 P.M.
•    Boys are asked to wear a light colored, button down, collared shirt, a tie, dress pants, and dress shoes.
•    Girls are asked to wear a skirt and top or a dress and dress shoes.
Students will meet in their homerooms at 5:30 before the ceremony. Teachers will be available to assist students with their caps and gowns, flowers, medals and pins. After the ceremony there will be a reception line so that all guests may congratulate the graduates. Students will then report back to their homerooms to turn in their caps and gowns and to receive their diplomas.
Graduation Pictures

Graduation pictures will be taken on Thursday, January 14, 2010. The photographers will take 4- poses, two with dress clothes and two with the cap and gown.
•    Boys will need to wear g light colored, button down, collared shirt and a tie.
•    Girls are asked to wear a top that will NOT show under the gown. 

You will receive proofs at that time and you will be able to choose what pictures you would like to order.  No money is due on January 14.   Pictures will be distributed to the students on or around May 3, 2010.
Cut here and return email address request by August 28, 2009.
E-mail Address Request
Over the years I have found that not all communication sent home always gets home. Please provide your e-mail address so that I may send reminders via the Internet.
Name____________________________________
E-mail address____________________________________
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Elwood Jr. High

Eighth Grade

409 N. Chicago Ave.

            Elwood, IL 60421

                                         815-423-5588

Mrs. Sandra DeMaso                              


                      
Dear Eighth Grade Parents,

On Friday, May 7, 2010 (tentative date), the eighth grade class will be taking a class trip.  The trip will be coordinated with Educational Tours, a tour company especially for schools.  This year we are going to Chicago for the day.   Activities may include Navy Pier, a boat tour, Blue Man Group, and Soldier’s Field.  More information about the itinerary will follow.

The cost of the trip will be approximately $200.00 per student.    We will be sponsoring Market Days monthly.  Profits from the monthly sales will help defray the expense of the trip and will be evenly divided amongst participants of the fundraisers.  Any remaining cost will be the responsibility of each student’s parents.  If you do not wish to participate in the fundraising activities, you can pay for your child’s trip yourself.  

I look forward to working with each of you this year.  I would like to thank you ahead of time for your help and cooperation with the planning and fundraising for the trip.

Thank you, 

Mrs. DeMaso

August 20, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians,

In keeping with tradition, The Eighth Grade class will be taking an end of the year trip.  The trip will be coordinated with “Educational Tours”, a tour company especially for schools. This year it is estimated that the trip will cost $200 per student, depending on the itinerary.  Fundraising has paid for this trip over the last several years. However, some years enough money was not raised and the parents had to cover the additional cost of their child’s trip.  

As a parent/guardian you need to make a decision regarding your child.  Please carefully consider the options below before sending the form back to school.  Forms are due back to Mrs. DeMaso no later than August 28, 2009.
Please circle one of the options below.  This will be considered a binding contract between you and the Class Trip Committee.

Student’s Name_________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name__________________________________________________________________

Phone Number _________________________________________________________________________

OPTION 1

OPTION 2

My child will not be going on the trip

My child will be going on the trip and I will pay for his/her trip myself.  I do not wish to fund raise.  Therefore, I will make payment for this trip in three installments due:                                                           









November 6, 2009
$70
             







December 4, 2009
$65







              
January 8, 2010

$65
Please note that final cost of the trip will not be determined until later.  An estimated cost will be provided for those who choose this option and refunds or additional payments will need to be made as necessary. Payments are non-refundable.
OPTION 3

My child will be going on the class trip and my child and I will fund raise in order to make payment for the trip.  We will participate in each fundraising project.

Parent Signature________________________________________
Date_________________________

Elwood Jr. High

Eighth Grade

409 N. Chicago Ave.

            Elwood, IL 60421

                       815-423-5588

Mrs. Sandra DeMaso                              


                      
If your son or daughter plans to participate in the Eighth Grade trip to Chicago at the end of the year, it is important that the school and the home establish an understanding of what is expected of your students.  The following guidelines will be adhered to:
1.  Those students who have accumulated 10 demerits because of their misbehavior and academic performance throughout this school year will be denied the privilege of going on the trip.

Each lunch detention



½ demerit

Each 1 hour detention



1 demerit

Each 2 hour detention



2 demerits


Each in-school suspension


3 demerits/day


Each out-of-school suspension


4 demerits/day


Each bus suspension/discipline


1 demerit


Each “F” in a subject on the report card

2 demerits

2. All other disciplinary actions will be reviewed on an individual basis.

3. Attendance records will be review and may result in ineligibility.

4. Grades will be check the day before the trip and demerits will be issued for any F’s. 

Thank you,

Dr. Madden
Dr. Stark

Mrs. DeMaso

Please return the bottom portion of this page by August 28, 2009.

I have read this letter and understand the criteria for my child attending the Eighth Grade Trip.

_____________________________________

____________________________________

                   Parent Signature                                               Student Signature

Market Day Volunteers

[image: image2.wmf]
Market Day is the 8th grade fundraiser to raise money for our class trip!  We will hold monthly sales where customers come to pick up their orders of frozen meat, seafood, poultry and other delicious items distributed through Market Day.

It’s easy and it’s fun to be a volunteer—just fill out the form below for at least three months that you would like to volunteer!  Volunteer will work from 4:30-6:30 on pick up days.  Since this is a fundraiser for the student’s class trip, students will be scheduled to work along with at least one of their parents/guardians.  

Please return the bottom portion of this form to Mrs. DeMaso by August 28, 2009.
Please sign up for the months you can work by circling the dates below! Schedules will be sent home with the students as soon as possible.  The schedule will also be posted on Mrs. DeMaso’s link through the school’s website (www.elwoodschool.com).

Please remember that both the parent/guardian and student will be scheduled to work.

September 1

March 2
October 27


April 6 


November 24

May 4
January 5


June 1
February 2




Name________________________________________________________

Phone_______________________Email____________________________

Phone ___________________Email________________________________

